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(54) OPTICAL DISC APPARATUS 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To efficiently use a user area and an 
exchange area by detecting the number of initial defect 
sectors of an optical disc and varying a memory capacity 
of the exchange area in accordance with the number of 
the initial defect sectors. 
CONSTITUTION: A CPU 21 reads data for disc 
certification of a magneto-optic disc 1 when a power 
switch is turned ON or at a reset time, and writes the 
data to a data buffer 25 via a buffer controller 24. Then, 
a disc certification operation is carried out to detect the 
number of initial defect sectors. A memory capacity of 
an exchange area in the disc 1 is varied in accordance 
with the number of the initial defect sectors. It becomes 
possible to determine the memory capacity of the 
exchange area to be fit for the nature of the optical disc. 
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